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lay condition. Groat indeed is the respect paid by the
king to the head Phongyie. When on certain days of
worship he is invited to g^> to the palace and deliver some
instructions to .his majesty, the proud monarch quits the
somewhat elevated place he occupies, and takes one almost
on a level with that of the courtiers, whilst the venerable
personage goes to sit on the very same carpet just vacated
by the king. When he happens to go out and visit some
monasteries or 'places of worship, lie is generally carried
on a gilt litter, in great stale, attended by a large number
of his brethren and a considerable retinue, of laymen,
During the passage, marks of the greatest respect are given
by the people. The monastery he lives in is on a scale of
splendour truly surprising. Its form and appearance are
similar to that of other religious houses, but in variety
and richness of decorations it surpasses them all. It is
entirely gilt both inside and out; not only are the posts
covered with gold leaves, but often they are inlaid with
rubies, which I suppose are of the commonest description
and of little value.

To confer an additional sacredness to his person and
position, the Tka-nwna>-p<'dn<i lives by himself, with but
one or two Plumgyies, whom we may consider as his
secretaries or major-domos, who remain in an apartment
near to the entrance, to receive visitors and usher them
into the presence of the great personage. Besides, there
are lay guardians who take good cart1, .that not the least-
noise should ever disturb the silence of the place.

When the writer first visited that dignitary, he was
much amused, on his approach to the place, to meet with
those mutt* guardians, who by all sorts of signs and ges-
tures were1 endeavouring" to make him understand that lie
must walk slowly and noiselessly, arid beware to speak
aloud. When admitted to the presence of the Tsaya-dau,
lie was not a little surprised to find a man exceedingly
self-conceited, who thought that to him alone belonged
the right of speaking. His language was that of a master